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Vision for Hayes County

Hayes county residents and business owner are enormous assets and
their participation was essential to the planning process. The Hayes
County Comprehensive Plan includes a thorough public participation
program; give stakeholders the opportunity to frame the goals and di-
rections of the Plan. This chapter of the Plan presents a vision for the
county, from county members.

The vision for Hayes County is to have continuing community input of
goals and ambitions for the county. The idea is to promote and grow
a diverse economic base while keeping the emphasis in agriculture.
Developing housing that suites current and potential residents needs
to be important, as well as supporting the Hayes Center school district.
Sparking development of basic amenities for residents while spurring
job creation, this will in turn help keep money within the county. Cre-
ate a variety of job options, agricultural and non-agricultural. Main-
tain infrastructure like roads, bridges, and public buildings. Promote
sustainability, renewable energy sources, and the conservation of nat-
ural resources. Create a Capital Investment Plan (CIP) and continually
refer back to this plan, the CIP, and other plans that will help Hayes
County reach its goals.
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Introduction

A Comprehensive Plan is a blueprint for the county’s future. It provides guidance on where and how the
county will invest and change over the next ten (10) years. It contains maps, visions and goals for the
future, and policies to address topics ranging from land use and economics, transportation and county
services. The purpose of a Comprehensive Plan is to provide long-range guidance to property owners,
residents, elected and appointed officials, county staff, and others to inform decisions on land use issues,
such as where and what type of future development should occur.

Compliance with State & Local Requirements

Governmental & Jurisdictional Organization
The governmental functions of Hayes County, Nebraska are provided and coordinated by the County Board of
Commissioners, comprised of three (3) elected officials. Each incorporated community in Hayes County has elect-
ed officials and officers that oversee the governing of their community.
The planning and zoning jurisdiction for the incorporated communities in Hayes County that have adopted Com-
prehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinances includes the area within one-mile of their corporate limits, pursuant to
Neb. Rev. .§17-1002
Nebraska Revised Statute § 17-1002.
Designation of jurisdiction; suburban development; subdivision; platting; consent required; review by county
planning commission; when required.
(1) Except as provided in section 13-327, any city of the second class or village may designate by ordinance the portion
of the territory located within one mile of the corporate limits of such city or village and outside of any other organized

city or village within which the designating city or village will exercise the powers and duties granted by this section and
section 17-1003 or section 19-2402.

(2) No owner of any real property located within the area designated by a city or village pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section may subdivide, plat, or lay out such real property in building lots, streets, or other portions of the same intended to
be dedicated for public use or for the use of the purchasers or owners of lots fronting thereon or adjacent thereto without
first having obtained the approval of the city council or board of trustees of such municipality or its agent designated
pursuant to section 19-916 and, when applicable, having complied with sections 39-1311 to 39-1311.05. The fact that
such real property is located in a different county or counties than some or all portions of the municipality shall not be
construed as affecting the necessity of obtaining the approval of the city council or board of trustees of such municipality
or its designated agent.

(3) No plat of such real property shall be recorded or have any force or effect unless approved by the city council or board
of trustees of such municipality or its designated agent.

(4) In counties that have adopted a comprehensive development plan which meets the requirements of section 23-114.02
and are enforcing subdivision regulations, the county planning commission shall be provided with all available materi-
als on any proposed subdivision plat, contemplating public streets or improvements, which is filed with a municipality
in that county, when such proposed plat lies partially or totally within the extraterritorial subdivision jurisdiction being
exercised by that municipality in such county. The commission shall be given four weeks to officially comment on the
appropriateness of the design and improvements proposed in the plat. The review period for the commission shall run
concurrently with subdivision review activities of the municipality after the commission receives all available material
for a proposed subdivision plat.

As these communities grow and annex land into their corporate limits, their extraterritorial jurisdictions may
extended further into the County. There are two incorporated communities located in Hayes county and a portion
of a third. These communities included the villages of Hayes Center, Hamlet and a portion of Palisade. Although
these communities have not adopted a Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinances, it's a possibly in the future.
The planning and zoning jurisdiction of Hayes County is governed by Neb. Rev. Stat. § 23-114.02. The County’s ju-
risdiction included the unincorporated portions of the County, excluding the established extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion of each community and their corporate limits. As these communities expand and grow, their jurisdictions do
as well. The ability of these villages and cities to expand their extraterritorial jurisdiction supersedes all county
regulations.
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The Plan has been prepared in accordance with state statutes and requirements.

Nebraska Revised Statute § 23-114.02

Comprehensive development plan; purpose

The general plan for the improvement and development of the county shall be known as the comprehen-
sive development plan and shall, among other elements, include:

(1) A land-use element which designates the proposed general distribution, general location, and extent of the uses of
land for agriculture, housing, commerce, industry, recreation, education, public buildings and lands, and other catego-
ries of public and private use of land;

(2) The general location, character, and extent of existing and proposed major streets, roads, and highways, and air
and other transportation routes and facilities;

(3) When a new comprehensive plan or a full update to an existing comprehensive plan is developed on or after July
15, 2010, but not later than January 1, 2015, an energy element which: Assesses energy infrastructure and energy use
by sector, including residential, commercial, and industrial sectors; evaluates utilization of renewable energy sources;
and promotes energy conservation measures that benefit the community; and

(4) The general location, type, capacity, and area served of present and projected or needed community facilities in-
cluding recreation facilities, schools, libraries, other public buildings, and public utilities and services.

The comprehensive development plan shall consist of both graphic and textual material and shall be designed to ac-
commodate anticipated long-range future growth which shall be based upon documented population and economic
projections.

Effective Date: July 15, 2010

[t is the duty of the commission to make and adopt a master plan for the physical development of the municipal-
ity. The master plan of a county shall be an advisory document to guide land development decisions.
Additionally, this Plan has been prepared in accordance with local regulations. Hayes County Zoning regula-
tions Section § 102, revised and adopted in August 2000, says that the jurisdiction “shall apply within the
boundaries of Hayes County, Nebraska, excluding the land included, now or in the future, in the corporate limits
of the incorporated municipalities within the county and any legally established planning and zoning jurisdic-
tional areas of these municipalities as may be defined by on any Official Zoning Map of these municipalities.”
Furthermore, this Plan did not only focus on the area of Hayes County jurisdiction. Evaluation of municipalities
within Hayes County, adjacent counties and municipalities, along with existing and future land use maps, zon-
ing regulations and comprehensive plans were vital in assessing both supporting and conflicting future growth
strategies.

The Planning Commission shall develop and prepare a Comprehensive Plan to include the following topics: es-
tablished character, goals and objectives; population; land use; economic base; public facilities; parks and open
space; transportation; prevention of pollution; and resource conservation.

The Planning Commission, after a public hearing, shall make its recommendation to County Board of Commis-
sioners. County Board of Commissioners, after a public hearing, shall adopt and approve the Comprehensive
Plan.
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Why Update the Comprehensive Plan?

The existing Hayes County Comprehensive Plan has an effective date of 2000 through 2010. The Hayes
County Comprehensive Plan is the county’s long-term Comprehensive Plan that establishes vision and
direction for the future (to the year 2021). Its objectives are to confirm the counties vision for the future,
and to set the policy framework to help guide future decisions related to development and investment.
It will help the county thoughtfully address future needs for economic development, transportation,
commercial and retail development, housing, services and utilities, parks and open space, and other
county and community benefits. It will also help to ensure a sustainable and fiscally responsible future,
by setting the desired direction for future development regulations, policy decisions, and community
programs.

The most recent Comprehensive Plan for Hayes County was adopted in 2001. Since then, there have
been changes in the county and region that affect the county’s direction for the future. For example,
the construction of the ethanol plants, wind farms, and diversity in livestock operations have begun
throughout this region. In the coming years, the county must be ready to accommodate new regional
businesses, services and associated developments.

Building on Previous Planning Efforts

Hayes County region has a solid record of community participation and planning for the future. The ex-
isting Comprehensive Plan builds on these previous planning efforts. The Plan update included review
of these previous efforts and documents. Many of the goals, policies, and ideas for the future represented
in the previous planning efforts are still relevant, and are carried forth in this plan. Some examples of
overarching themes in this plan that are carried forth from previous planning efforts include:

Previous Planning Efforts - Hayes County (2000):

— Commitment to quality development and redevelopment;

— Preserved and enhanced Hayes County municipalities;

— Continued to provide quality community services, open spaces, and civic activity areas;

— Encouraged alternative transportation opportunities and intergovernmental cooperation on re
gional issues;

— Focused on increasing housing options to attract a range of household types;

— Prioritized the redevelopment of key commercial areas;

Previous Planning Efforts - Village of Hayes Center (2001):

— Enhanced community character and gateways (Hayes Center Comprehensive Plan 2002);

— Promoted development and redevelopment of land already served by infrastructure as a first pri
ority, and extension of infrastructure to new areas second (Hayes Center Comprehensive Plan
2001);

Previous Planning Efforts - Village of Palisade (2008):

— Paving and transportation street improvements;

— Infrastructure improvements for Water, Sewer, and Electrical;

— Dilapidated building and structure removal;

— Leverage Tax Increment Financing (TIF) for economic growth;

— Investigated potential affordable housing opportunities made available through CDBG programs.
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Goals for the Comprehensive Plan

While this Plan embodies many of the ideas, goals, and policies established in previous plans, there
are some noteworthy new directions and slight changes in course presented in this plan. These new
directions resulted from county and community feedback, reaction to current trends and conditions,
and policy direction from elected and appointed officials. These new directions include:

— Emphasis on sustainability;

— Strategic, not parcel-specific future land use plan;

— Relationship between land use and economics, including the market realities of redevelopment;
— Focus on transportation network connections and increasing multi-modal options.

Information Harvesting

The Hayes County Board of Commissioners determined that a steering group would be the most ef-
y y g group

fective way to facilitate the direction of the comprehensive plan update. They appointed a steering

group chairman, Joey Large, to facilitate and formulate a steering group committee.

Some communities within rural Nebraska are declining in population. It is the desire of Hayes County
to continue a rural primarily agricultural way of life that they wish to maintain and grow. Residents
in rural settings are continuing desire to have the same amenities found in more populous and urban
settings, such as retail, health care, and communication and transportation infrastructure.

Steering Group Committee

A Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee, representing a wide variety of community interests, was
the primary contributor of this process. Committee members met regularly to assist in identifying
issues, developing vision statements, and prioritizing the community’s goals. They also reviewed the
progress of the overall plan.

County Workshop / Priorities Meetings

A public and steering workshop meeting was held on November 16, 2010 where the requirements
and purpose of a comprehensive plan was presented to participants. Also discussed was the process
for development of land. This presentation provided insight to the process of choosing a site for land
use conversion, evaluation of infrastructure, wetlands, floodplain, zoning, platting, administrative ap-
provals, construction and marketing. Participants then discussed the likes, dislikes and goals related
to economic growth, education, transportation, health care, and tactics for implementing these goals.
This became the beginning basis of needs and goals of the Hayes County residents.
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Planning Period

The planning period for this Comprehensive Plan is from 2011-2021. This plan should
be reviewed in 2012, 2016, and a complete update should be done in 2021. It is impor-
tant to continually refer to and update this plan throughout the planning period.

Establishing an annual review process of this Comprehensive Plan and associated zon-
ing regulations will be important to the success of this plan and to Hayes County. This
process should include public hearings to discuss whether the plan is still valid or up-
dates need to be made. Actual documentation of these meetings is pertinent in provi-
dinig proof of the public’s continued input on this plan.






Section 1: County Profile

The County Profile considers county characteristics that will form the
foundation that county planning over the next ten years should be
based on. This profile is a compilation of information that is derived
through outside research, conversations with local residents and of-
ficials, on site assessments, and data analysis. This County Profile will
consist of the following components:

— Description

— History

— Population

— Housing

— Economy & Capital Investment
— Agricultural

County Profile 1|1



Description

Hayes Center was once described as an “inland town” in that railroad ac-
cess is very limited. Transportation through the county is also minimal;
however the county’s strategic location and limited man-made develop-
ment gives it a rare ability to continue to strengthen it’s agricultural and
eco-tourism markets.

Hayes County is located in the southwest corner of Nebraska and as seen in the map (Figure 1.1), it
touches seven (7) other counties: Perkins; Lincoln; Frontier; Red Willow; Hitchcock; Dundy; and Chase.
The county stretches 24 miles long by 30 miles wide and covers a total of 455,040 acres® Three commu-
nities are located within the county: Hayes Center; Hamlet; and the northern section of Palisade. Hayes
Center is the county seat of the county as well as the home of the county’s only school system: Hayes
County School District. As seen in Figure 1.2, the county seat is 273 miles from the State Capital City,
Lincoln, and 263 miles from Denver, CO. Interstate 70 is located 80 miles south of Hayes Center while
Interstate 80 is located 50 miles north. One (1) major highway, State Highway 25, runs north and south
through the county while U.S. Highway 6 grazes the southern border of Hayes County.

County Profile 1|2
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Land use and development decisions must account for historical and cul-
tural artifacts. Certain locations in the county should be preserved and
promoted to create tourism opportunities as well as to ensure the story
of Hayes County is passed onto each generation.

he original citizens of the Hayes County region were Native Americans and buffalo who lived off of
the land. Due the hostility of local tribes, Hayes County was not organized as a county until 1877; ten
years after the State of Nebraska was entered into the Union. The first homesteads in Hayes County
were located along Red Willow Creek in 1874.

Histor

The first white settlers in Hayes County were hunters. Famous frontier characters hunted this ter-
ritory in order to feed the labor force building the Union Pacific Railroad in 1868-69. Hayes County
became famous as a hunting ground and eventually hosted the Grand Duke Alexis, the brother of the
reigning Czar of Russia. This hunting group camped eight miles northwest of the present Hayes Center.
During the hunt, the famous Sioux Chief, Spotted Tail, and one hundred of his warriors demonstrated
the Indian method of hunting followed by a war dance. The hunt was considered successful as the
Duke killed several buffalo. Local hunters as well as sportsmen that travel across the country and
world continue to embark on an annual hunting mission in Hayes County in honor of this world fa-
mous event. By 1880, cattlemen became the majority of the population in Hayes County. Once settlers
arrived, conflicts began to occur as cattlemen believed that farmers were taking their range. Land use
compromises continue to be an important issue for Hayes County.

Due to the value of the land in Hayes County, violence between the Pawnee and Sioux tribes and set-
tlers also broke out and led the eventual arrival of General George Custer and the Seventh Cavalry in
1867. General Custer and his troops had been sent on a mission starting at Fort McPherson and sweep-
ing through Hayes County to eventually rid the territory of hostile Native American tribes. The trail
crossed the eastern portion of Hayes County near Frenchman Creek. The Texas Cattle Trail crossed
Hayes County on the western side, following Stinking Water Creek and moving onto Ogallala, NE. Due
to its central location between these two major trails, Hayes Center was formed. Due to the fact that
every resident had a windmill, Hayes Center earned the nickname “Windmill City”.

By 1890, this public wind-
mill in the middle of Main
Street was the only wa-
ter supply for the town.
Hayes Center earned the
nickname:

“Windmill City”.
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Hayes County was initially part of a larger county, Shorter County, which
included the majority of Southwest Nebraska. It later became a part of
Lincoln County before becoming Hayes County. Hayes Center became
the county seat in 1885. The first county office was a room rented in a
private home for ten (10) dollars a month. The first county courthouse
was built in 1891. After it burned down, a second courthouse was erect-
ed in 1906 before the county courthouse that is in service today was built
in 1954. Hayes Center continues to serve the county as the seat and has
a population of approximately 250.

In addition to Hayes Center, two other communities continue to exist in
Hayes County. Originally named Hudson, Hamlet was established in 1890
and is located in the southwest corner of the county along U.S. Highway 6.
Approximately 54 persons reside in Hamlet.

Hayes County also shares the Village of Palisade with Hitchcock County,
located along the county’s southern border. Palisade was established
in 1887 and is also located along U.S. Highway 6. The headquarters for
Southwest Public Power is located in Palisade as well as a 2010 popula-
tion of 351.

r Al

Hamlet,
meaning "small town,"
was indeed that. Pic-
tured at a distance, it is
a mere dot on the land-
scape in the French-
man Valley.

Count

‘Bird’s eye view of Pali-
sade in 1913. The vil-
lage reached its high-
est population in 1950
with a count of 800
residents. Today the
village is home to 351.

.~
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Past, current and future population patterns are a critical piece of the
county comprehensive plan. All other planning elements that are con-
tained within this document are based on projections resulting from
population patterns analysis. Rural counties require an in-depth popu-
lation analysis in order to determine which cohorts within the overall

Po u I at i o n count are declining rapidly as well as continuing to grow.

Residential Meters in 2010

McCook Public Power District 17

Total Active Residential Meters 473

Residential Units on 2010 Tax Roll 501

Total Residential Units 505

Total Occupied Housing Units (vacancy rate x total residential units) 473

Total Population Estimate, 2010 (household size x total occupied housing units)

Table 1.3.1 is an explanation of how the 2010 population count for Hayes County was derived. At the
beginning stages of this plan, 2010 census data was unavailable. Additional information was collected
from the Hayes County Assessor’s office and considered in conjunction with active residential meter
counts from the three power companies that serve the county. A vacancy rate was estimated based on
the ratio of active power meters and residential units on the 2010 assessor’s rolls added to new homes
under construction. This vacancy rate was then re-applied to total residential units on the assessor’s
rolls; the resulting product was then multiplied by the average persons per household derived from
the 1990 and 2000 censuses. The resulting number, 1,114 persons, represents the 2010 population of
Hayes County, which will become the basis for the Hayes County Comprehensive Plan.

% Change % Change
from 2000 from 2000

% Change % Change
from 2000 from 2000
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Tables 1.3.2 and 1.3.2a represent the difference between utilizing only
census numbers and performing further calculations in order to arrive
at a more accurate population count. The difference between Table
1.3.2 and Table 1.3.2a is significant as one displays loss while the other
displays growth. The risk is that using one set of data may lead to overly
optimistic projections. However, using overly pessimistic projections
may result in insufficient planning for services and create sectors of the
population within the county that are under served.

In 2000, the census participation rate for Hayes County was 80 percent,
which may have led to alower population count than what actually took
place. In 2010, the participation rate was 54 percent, which will again
lead to a count that is less than accurate. Due to participation rates of
less than 100 percent, figures from Table 1.3.1 will be utilized in order
to analyze the 2000-2010 population change as well as the projected
population counts for 2020. Assuming that the 2000 U.S. Census popu-
lation count is lower than reality, the level of growth displayed in Table
1.3.2 is most likely slightly inflated. Growth rate can be defined as the
amount of population change that took place in an area per year during
a certain period. According to Table 1.3.2, Hayes County gained five (5)
residents per year. A sounder assumption would be that Hayes County
grew by one to two (1-2) persons per year, or at a minimum, main-
tained its population throughout the last decade.

Table 1.3.3 displays population change for some adjacent counties. Like Table 1.3.2, Table 1.3.3 utilized
decennial census data for 1990 and 2000 population counts and county assessor data for 2010. An ap-
propriate rate based on local dynamics was assumed for each county and also applied in order to arrive
at as accurate as possible population count. According to these figures, Frontier almost maintained their
population while Dundy and Hitchcock County lost residents and Perkins experienced growth. Accord-
ing to Tables 1.3.2 and 1.3.3, Hayes County ranks only second to Perkins in its ability to maintain and
grow its population base.

Although the region continues to battle population loss, some sectors are not only maintaining, but also
showing slight patterns of growth. This information is important as county capital improvement plans
should understand population patterns and make every effort to plan in order to ensure that services
continue to be adequate for every resident in Hayes County today, as well as 2020.

% Change Growth 2010 Est % Change Growth Rate

1990 2000 ,m 2000  Rate 90-00 from 2000  00-10

Frontier 3,101 3,099 -0.06% -0.01% 3,096 -0.10% -0.01%

Perkins 3,367 3,200 -4.96% -0.50% 3,238 1.18% 0.12%
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0 to 9 years

20 to 29 years

40 to 49 years

60 to 69 years

80+ years

73

44

80

In addition to considering alternative population figures, it is im-
portant to understand how certain sectors of an overall population
are changing. Table 1.3.4 displays how population composition has
evolved from 1999-2009. According to Table 1.3.3, the proportion of
0-19 year-olds decreased along with 30-49 year-olds. This signals a
loss of families in the area, which can be addressed in the next ten
years through effective community planning. For instance, three im-
portant issues for young families are economic opportunity, decent
and affordable housing, and a quality school system. Hayes County
currently has a quality school system, but housing may be the most
urgent issue to address next. Table 1.3.3 also displays that 20-29 year-
olds as well as 50-69 year-olds also grew as a percentage of the overall
population. This growth could be a sign of more retirees and single
adults moving into the area or staying in the county after graduating
high school and raising their families.

The growing proportion of residents entering their retirement years
should encourage the Hayes County Planning Commission to investi-
gate adding housing and services geared towards meeting the needs
of these particular population sectors. Particular areas of concern
that should be focused on include health care and senior/multi-family
housing arrangements. Additionally, services should be added that
currently require travel and recreational and volunteer opportunities
designed for keeping single adults and seniors engaged in their com-
munities.

1999 2009
61 134 12.6% 62 48 109 9.8%
43 87 8.2% 70 57 127 11.4%

86 166 15.6% 85 80 165 14.8%
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Table 1.3.5 is the result of a migration analysis that was performed
in order to understand the level of in-migration/out-migration
that took place in Hayes County from 2000-2010. This analysis is
performed through utilization of:

— 1999 population estimates provided by the U.S. Census

— Survivability data provided by the U.S. Department of Vital Statistics

— Fertility data provided by the Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services

— Population estimates derived by applying the figures generated in
Table 1.3.1.

2009 Projected 2009 Actual  Variance (Census-Projected)
Population Population *positive number = in-migration

Cohort

10 to 19 years 134 170 36
30 to 39 years 86 92 6
50 to 59 years 159 204 46
70 to 79 years 75 76 0

Total 1116 1114 -2

The analysis assumes that a wall was built around Hayes County from 2000-2009; no one moved in and
no one moved out. Therefore, all changes in population are due to birth or death. The 2009 projected
population demonstrates what would have happened if the wall had in fact existed and no one moved in
or out of Hayes County.

The 2009 actual population column is a closer depiction of what actually took place as far as population
growth in Hayes County. Comparing the projected column to the actual column allows us to assess the
level of in/out-migration that took place. According to Table 1.3.5, the population sectors that had more
people move out of the county than move in are the 0-9 year-olds, 20-29 year-olds, and 60-69 year-olds.
The loss of 20-29 and 60-69 year-olds shows that although their proportion of the population grew, they
still had more individuals in their cohort leave the county than enter.

The decrease of 0-9 year-olds demonstrates that fewer new babies were born or moved into Hayes
County than was predicted through use of state fertility rates. The growth in 30-59 and 10-19 year-olds
shows that although their proportion of the total population shrank, there are more families moving into
the area than moving out.
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Education costs are generally the largest expense in a public budget. However, the
local school is the source of a rural area’s identity and sense of community as well
as a bridge from the present conditions to future development. In order to attract
young families, Hayes County Planning Commission will need to continue making
the development of their only school district a priority. Table 1.3.5 displays enroll-
ment data over a ten year period. Classes have been color coded in order to follow
a class through the entire school system. While some classes are small, others show
either growth or the ability to maintain its class size over several years. For instance,
the graduating class of 2008 actually gained nine (9) students since 2000 while the
graduating class of 2006 also showed positive growth. After a six (6) percent loss
the previous year, total enrollment actually demonstrated slight growth between the
2009-10 and 2010-11 school years; there should be a focus to maintain these num-
bers as well as trying to grow them.

Student mobility rate is calculated by the Nebraska Department of Education using
the number of students who entered or left school between the last Friday in Sep-
tember and the last day of school in May. An individual child is counted only once,
regardless of how many times he/she may have moved into or out of the school dis-
trict. This number is divided by the K-12 Fall Membership taken the last Friday in
September. The mobility rate provides a measurement of the stability of the school
district; therefore, the county’s population. A high mobility rate may indicate a large
amount of families moved into Hayes County. It may also indicate that a high number
of families moved out of the county.

Table 1.3.6 School Enrollment, Hayes Center, 2000-2011

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12 | Total Enrollment
2000to 2001 | 5 9 17 | 11 10 15 | 19 169
2001 to 2002 | 12 7 10 20 13 10 15 | 22 185
2002 to 2003 | 11 10 5 10 18 14 10 13 164
2003 to 2004 12 8 6 10 21 | 18 13 180
2004 to 2005 11 8 7 10 29 | 18 16 191
2005 to 2006 | 7 12 8 6 10 30 | 19 183
2006 to 2007 | 2 8 11 9 7 11 27 | 18 156
2007 to 2008 | 9 3 9 13 | 10 8 11 26 150
2008 to 2009 11 3 9 15 11 10 12 150
2009to 2010 | 7 12 3 9 16 8 9 12 140
2010to 2011 | 11 9 11 3 11 17 8 11 11 141
Source: Nebraska Department of Education, 2011

According to Table 1.3.7, 9.29 percent of the overall student population either moved into or out of
the school district in the 2009-10 school year. Table 1.3.6 demonstrated a decrease in total enrollment,
which forces the assumption that the higher mobility rate in 2009-2010 is due to students and their
families leaving the county. Based on current enrollment figures, the mobility rate for 2010-11 will be a
minimum 5.67 percent, which means that by February 1, 2011, eight (8) K-12 students will have either
left or entered the Hayes County School District. Currently, of those eight (8) students, four (4) students

have entered the school district while four (4) have left.

County Profile
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School Year Hayes County Nebraska

2006 to 2007 7.69% 12.64%
2008 to 2009 6.67% 12.02%

2010-2011 (minimum) 5.67%

Residents Lost/Gained Each

Projected Growth Rate Projected 2020 Population Year
-0.90% 1014 (10)
0.50% 1170
1.02% 1228

Tables 1.3.1 thru 1.3.7 form the basis for the numbers displayed in Table 1.3.8. Population Projection
Scenarios for Hayes County displays the application of several growth rates to the 2010 population of
Hayes County in order to develop a realistic estimate that can be planned for by 2020. The population
projection is the most important planning tool that is produced through the comprehensive planning
process.

The population projection scenario table becomes the basis that county planning decisions associated
with capital improvement, future land use maps, and economic development relies on. Therefore, it is
imperative that the Hayes County Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners have a solid under-
standing of the current population of their county. Without an accurate population count, a population
projection becomes counterproductive as it produces population counts that are inaccurate, thereby
leaving county residents under served.

During the 90s, Hayes County experienced a growth rate of -1.26 percent of the population lost each year.
Population estimates based on Table 1.3.1 assume that the county experienced a growth rate as high as
43 percent from 2000-2010. Through effective county planning and the achievement of growth goals
identified through this comprehensive plan, Hayes County could steadily grow at a rate of .50 percent,
which would assume the addition of six (6) individuals per year to the county over the next ten years.
This goal can be met through the addition of combinations such as one family, one retiree couple, and
one single individual per year. Housing and job development goals should be set with the annual addi-
tion of these six (6) individuals.
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The housing stock in rural Hayes County is a crucial
piece in maintaining its viability. Whether identifying
projects to build new market rate housing or preserve
decent affordable housing, Hayes County must work to
constantly assess and improve its housing situation.

Housin

Community revitalization is also possible through the identification
of housing needs that can be met outside of the traditional single
family detached dwelling. When considered in conjunction with pop-
ulation data, housing information analysis will enable Hayes County
to identify housing developments that are most appropriate for its
success.

Table 1.4.1 provides a picture of the overall age of the housing stock
in Hayes County. While new home construction was significantly
stronger from 2000-2010 than it was in the 90s, almost half of the
housing stock in Hayes County was built before 1940.

An owner occupied rehab housing assistance program is available
through the Southwest Nebraska Community Betterment Corpora-
tion (SNCBC). Eligible rehabilitation projects are primarily focused
on energy efficiency, roof repairs, and safety. Older homes will most
likely require repairs that can be met through this program. In ad-
dition to developing new housing stock, Hayes County should take
advantage of this SNCBC program as well as other housing rehab
programs available at the state and federal level. Programs such as
these must be utilized in order to serve the county’s low-moderate
income home owners as well as maintain a decent and affordable
housing stock.

Year Housing Unit Built # of Units % of Total

1990 to 1999 17 3.4%

1970 to 1979 60 11.9%

1950 to 1959 51 10.1%
1939 or Earlier 214 42.4%

Median Year Structure Built 1945
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Table 1.4.2 displays the change in housing values as a proportion of the
total housing count. The new housing construction that began in 2000
through 2010 is evident in the increase of homes valued at greater than
$300,000. The proportion of homes valued at less than $20,000 is also
shrinking, which may be a result of two changes to the housing situation:
improvements to the overall housing stock or homes being removed from
the list of habitable housing units. If the latter is true, then Hayes County
has actually lost some housing stock rather than made improvements.
Since the SNCBC'’s housing rehabilitation program began in 2002, ap-
proximately 20 homeowners, or four (4) percent, have been able to take
advantage of the opportunity to improve the state of their homes, which
ultimately increased the value of their homes. The decrease in the pro-
portion of homes valued less than $60,000 is most likely a combination of
the two: improvements and demolition or removal from housing counts.

Monitoring household size enables planners to analyze how demograph-
ic trends such as family size change over time. Table 1.4.3 displays the
change in household size in Hayes County over the past twenty years. The
decrease of more than three (3) persons per household as a percentage
of the entire population is indicative of 1) families decreasing in size 2)
retirees with children that are now out of the house are increasing and 3)
reinforcement of population figures that show more families are leaving
than settling in Hayes County.

% of Total, % of Total,
2000 2010
Value $20,000 - $39,999 22.6% 15.8%
Value $60,000 - $79,999 9.4% 12.8%
Value $100,000 - $149,999 12.6% 10.7%
Value $200,000 - $299,999 3.8% 6.0%

Value $400,000 - $499,999 0.0% 0.7%

Value $750,000 - $999,999 0.0% 0.7%

County Profile
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Table 1.4.4 displays the housing mix by tenure. While some renter
occupied housing is a necessary part of any community or county, a
large proportion is unhealthy for growth as home owners are more
likely to identify with and invest in their community. Ideally, rental
housing is a temporary solution for a new family /person moving into
the county until they can secure home ownership. Multi-family hous-
ing is another form of rental housing that is typically needed in order
to provide housing for single individuals, retirees, or anybody who
does not desire to undertake the responsibilities associated with
home ownership.

Size of Household % of Total % of Total % of Total

39.2% 41.2% 41.0%

2-person

4-person 12.5% 10.0% 10.0%

6-person 1.7% 2.6% 2.4%

% of 1990 % of 2000 % of 2010

Number of Units % of Total

Multi-Family Apartment

Multi-Family Duplex

Hayes County does have four (4) single bedroom rental units. These units are funded by the Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Section 8, subsidized housing especially for low income el-
derly persons. These apartments are called Hayes Villa and they are located in Hayes Center. This is a
form of senior, independent living in Hayes County. Although from Table 1.4.5, information from the
Hayes County Assessor for 2011, does not show any multi-family living. A healthy percentage of renter
occupied units is generally close to 30 percent. The growing proportion of owned homes combined with
the gradually shrinking proportion of renter occupied units in Hayes County is acceptable. Currently,
Hayes County has no multi-family housing units available throughout the entire county. In order to di-
versify and create a stronger housing mix and population base, at least one multi-family housing unit
development should receive serious consideration.
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The price of the county’s housing supply in relation to the income of its resi-
dents can help planners determine if the appropriate type and amount of
housing stock is available in the county. Typically, housing costs should ac-
count for no more than 30 percent of a household budget. Households that
must spend more than 30 percent of their income to pay for basic hous-
ing will have less income to cover other essentials and fewer resources to
maintain their homes and neighborhoods. Table 1.4.6 is based on incomes
and values of persons and homes in Hayes County. This analysis assumes
owner occupied units are valued at two (2) to two and a half (2 %) times the
owner’s annual income.

The balance column of the analysis demonstrates that the county is short
housing units in the $60-200,000 price range, yet has a surplus of units in
the $0-24,999 income range. Table 1.4.6 also shows a surplus of homes
priced less than $60,000. According to this table, residents in the county
could afford to upgrade in housing, yet lack any options to make that move.
This table also shows that the county is not meeting the needs of residents
at or near the median income ($31,948). Therefore, if homeowners in the
$25-99,999 income range choose to upgrade in housing without undergoing
new construction, they will move out of the county. Residents upgrading to
higher priced market rate housing may also free up affordable housing units
for younger families and adults that the county should be working to recruit.

% of County % of House- # of Households Affordable Range # of Owner Available-

Income Range Median holds (Units Needed) for Housing Units Available Units Needed Units

$25,000-49,999 78-157% 34.5% 173 $61-100,000 107 -66

$75-99,999 235-313% 8.0% 40 $151-200,000 29 -11

>$150,000 >470% 1.8% 11 >$300,000 32 21

Quality and availability of decent housing is one of the primary deci-
sion points for families and individuals when considering moving into
an area. Hayes County needs to take steps to improve their current
housing situation. Although new home construction activity has seen
significant increases since 2000, a shortage of market rate and multi-
family units continues to exist. In order to maintain as well as grow and
diversify the population base, Hayes County officials must investigate
housing development.
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The ability of Hayes County to predict the need for development in the
future relies heavily on economic trends. Therefore, a description of local
economic factors is a crucial component of the county comprehensive de-
velopment plan. Another important aspect to a county’s economy is an-
nually planning a predictable investment plan. This type of financial plan
is called Capital Investment Plan (CIP) and should use a 5-6 year time
horizon to schedule and help decide which project to fund based on fol-
lowing the guidelines of the Comprehensive Plan. The CIP is used to help
think about a budgeting for the future, to help plan for financing future
infrastructure, and to help with the decision-making process.

Economy

ital Investment
pEERER

Table 1.5.1 breaks down Hayes County’s income earners by age and amount of income. Household
incomes are distributed fairly evenly across age groups and income levels. The largest percentage of
income earners are 55-64 year-olds that are earning $35-49,000 annually. The second largest group
consists of 75-84 year-olds who are earning less than $15,000 annually. This group is most likely seniors
that are living on fixed incomes, which may signal the need for assistance from public resources in the
form of housing, transportation, and healthcare. The third largest group is made up of 45-65 year-olds
earning $50-74,000 annually. Typically, persons in the 45-54 age range are reaching the peak of their
income earning power. This provides a representation of the best jobs in Hayes County that are also the
most available. Due to the nature of the agriculture economy in Hayes County, it is probable that this
table is highly representative of farm income ranges. In addition to farm income, education jobs related
to the Hayes County School District are most likely represented by the upper levels of income earners.

2010 Estimate Age/Income Age 15-24 Age 25-34 Age35-44 Age45-54 Age55-64 Age65-74 Age75-84 Age85+

Income Less than $15,000 0.2% 1.1% 1.3% 1.7% 2.1% 3.0%

Income $25,000 - $34,999 0.6% 3.4% 0.8% 2.7% 3.8% 1.7% 1.9% 1.1%
Income $50,000 - $74,999 0.0% 1.1% 1.3% 3.8% 1.7% 0.4% 0.0%
Income $100,000 - $124,999  0.0% 0.8% 0.4% 0.2% 0.0% 1.3% 0.0% 0.0%

Income $150,000 - $199,999 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.0%
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Industry % of Total

Farm/Fish/Forestry 13.4

Transportation/Moving 8.8

Sales/Related 4.8

Edu/Training/Library 3.9

Health Practitioner/Tec 2.9

Arts/Entertain/Sports 1.7

Life/Phys/Soc Science 1.3

Business/Financial Ops 0.9

Community/Soc Svcs 0.6

Computer/Mathematical 0.0

Protective Svcs 0.0

Table 1.5.2 displays the industries that Hayes County income earners are employed by. The largest form
of employment is management positions, which includes farm managers. The second largest employ-
ment industry is farm/fish/forestry which represents farm occupations as well. This table shows that
Hayes County has a strong agriculture base as a source of jobs. Policy and development decisions at the
county level should continue to be made in a fashion that will strengthen the farm economy. Likewise,
this table also shows that Hayes County should develop economic opportunities that will diversify and
therefore strengthen the employment base. For instance, no employment opportunities for profession-
als currently exist within the county. The county should explore options for creating new sectors of
employment, especially for professionals. The Bureau of Labor Statistics expects healthcare to be the
fastest growing employment industry in the next decade. The largest sector of healthcare employment
is expected to be made up of home health care professionals; especially those professionals that care for
the elderly.

With an aging population, this sector has a strong chance of becoming a significant source of employ-

ment for Hayes County’s working population. At the same time, home healthcare may also be the most
effective and efficient way of closing the healthcare gap for elderly residents in Hayes County.
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Education trends are another method to measure the state of the
county’s economy. Table 1.5.3 displays educational attainment for
persons in Hayes County that are older than 25. According to the
table, the amount of adults with less than a high school education is
decreasing in size while the amount of adults receiving post-second-
ary degrees is growing. This positive trend should bring up the level
of incomes earned in Hayes County as well as the local standard of
living. The county should take positive steps to engage its increas-
ingly educated workforce.

2000 2010 Change 00-10

38 -24%

Some High School, No Diploma 50

-0.5%

Some College, No Degree

15%

Bachelor's Degree

Professional School Degree 3 3 0%

Commuter trends enable officials to measure whether or not the
workforce is working inside of the county. Table 1.5.4 displays how
commuter trends have evolved over the past ten years. The county
is 24 miles long by 30 miles wide; workers inside of Hayes County
that travel more than 30 minutes are most likely leaving the county
every day to report to work. While all but one sector of commuters
grew, those traveling more than 30 minutes grew the fastest. When
workers leave the county to report to work they are taking different
forms of commerce with them this includes money spent on meals
or the increased ease to do business, such as banking or shopping, in
the communities where they work. This table emphasizes the need
for Hayes County to create quality employment opportunities inside
the county.

% Change 00-10

15-29 Minutes 1.9%

45-59 Minutes 0.0%
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1990 2000 2010

Table 1.5.5 displays the unemployment rate in Hayes County, which
continues to enjoy a low unemployment rate. While a low unemploy-
ment rate signals a strong economy, it can also discourage employers
from moving into the county as they fear they will not be able to find
workers. Should Hayes County choose to recruit new industry or em-
ployers, population in the form of quality labor will need to be recruit-
ed as well.

Hayes County has the potential to attract additional local and regional consumer spending with current
demand exceeding supply. Table 1.5.6 identifies the gap between consumer demand and retail sales. A
positive value in the opportunity gap/surplus column signifies opportunity while a negative value rep-
resents a surplus for the specified retail. The negative value represents how many dollars Hayes County
representatives are spending on goods outside of the county. For instance, residents are spending over
$1.7 million in general merchandise stores; because no general merchandise stores exist in Hayes Coun-
ty, $1.7 million left the county in 2010.

2010 Demand 2010 Supply Opportunity
GAFO * 3,077,309 3,077,309
Total Retail Sales Incl Eating and Drinking 14,027,720 3,108,824 10,918,896
Places
General Merchandise Stores 1,773,023 0 1,773,023
Gasoline Stations 1,367,760 0 1,367,760

Health and Personal Care Stores 967,030 0 967,030

Clothing and Clothing Accessories Stores 493,002 0 493,002

Electronics and Appliance Stores 247,455 247,455

Sporting Goods, Hobby, Book, Music Stores 208,713 208,713

* GAFO (General Merchandise, Apparel, Furniture and Other) represents sales at stores that sell merchandise normally sold in
department stores. This category is not included in Total Retail Sales Including Eating and Drinking Places.
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In addition to demonstrating how many dollars are leaving/staying in the county, Table 1.5.6 shows
where strong economic opportunity exists. If the county wanted to recruit a parts store, it can eas-
ily demonstrate to potential retailers that a demand does exist in Hayes County and that residents
are spending over $2.9 million on vehicles and parts annually. This case is similar for general mer-
chandise, food and beverage, and building equipment stores. The last column of numbers represents
whether there is an opportunity gap for a correlating economic option or if there is a surplus in the
county. This was done for 2010, and the only surplus of money spent in the county was in the food
service/beverage establishments. Every other category in Table 1.5.6 shows that more money is be-
ing spent in other areas besides Hayes County. Hayes County needs to create goals and a plan that will
keep some of these funds in the county, while providing amenities for residents.

After taking all of these aspects of Hayes County’s economy into consideration it is important to plan
for the future based on current assessment. The Capital Investment Plan (CIP) can help facilitate this
future plan. The CIP is used to help with county budgeting, to help plan for financing future infrastruc-
ture projects, and to help with the decision-making process. Where the money will come from should
also be considered and discussed when creating the CIP. When looking at Table 1.5.6 it is evident
that there are many potential dollars that are leaving the county. When creating the CIP it should be
important to plan for ways to keep this money in the county. One of the reasons this money is leaving
the county is because 215 people or 23 percent of the county’s residents are commuting 15 or more
minutes for work. One way to keep cash flow in the county is to have amenities for the residents to use,
and jobs for people to work at. These amenities need to be planned for in advance because of the costs
and commitments that are involved.

Following trends is another way of planning for future capital investments; by following trends, de-
cision-makers can try to predict which infrastructure improvement areas will benefit the county the
most. Financing for future infrastructure is important to any community or county. When considering
the aging population in Hayes County and the lack of healthcare facilities, this could be one major im-
provement in the county and should be considered during planning for the future. The CIP is a great
planning tool that should be utilized in Hayes County. Planning for the future is one of the most effec-
tive ways for being successful.
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The strong presence of agriculture in Hayes County re-
quires deeper investigation of characteristics that describe
how agriculture has changed since 2000. Agriculture has
in the past and will continue to shape the way that Hayes
County develops.

Agriculture

Regardless of national trends, Table 1.6.1 demonstrates that the number as well as size of farms is in-
creasing in Hayes County. This reinforces the ability of agriculture to continue to hold a strong presence
in the county’s local economy. This table also demonstrates that farm managers/operators are aging,
which will lead to the eventual transfer of land from one generation to the next.

Table 1.6.2 represents the value of the goods that are produced by the farms in Hayes County. While crop
sales produces over 50 million dollars of revenue, livestock sales takes up a ltarger portion of the agri-
cultural products market. These figures should be taken into consideration in the drafting of the county
zoning ordinance. Land use decisions will affect the level of crop or livestock sales that will be possible.
For instance, feedlots may produce more revenue than a field of crops. Resources needed and land suit-
ability, for each product, should also be taken into consideration.

Table 1.6.3 takes the informa-
2007 % Change tion in Table 1.6.2 one step fur-
ther and provides a count on the
number of cattle in Hayes Coun-
ty. According to these figures,
the number of cattle in Hayes
County has grown and will most
likely continue to increase. If the
cattle industry continues to grow
in Hayes County, the county will
need to take progressive steps
to accommodate both producers
% of Total and citizens that will be affected
by animal feeding operations

Livestock Sales $62,648,000.00 (AFO).

Total Land in Farms (acres) 408,290 453,818 11%

% Change
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Section 2: Public Facilities

The Public Facilities section acts as an inventory of current amenities
available to the public because of the county. This is a good section to
review and hopefully add upon in the future with growing facilities
and a growing population. This section is also helpful for others to
read to see what the county has to offer. This Public Facilities section
will cover the following components:

— Recreational Facilities

— Education System

— Emergency Management
— Transportation

— Utilities

— Healthcare

— Public Buildings/Facilities
— Public Services

Public Facilities 2|23



Hayes County is located in Prairie Lakes Country, a
region within the Nebraska Games and Parks Com-
mission. Prairies Lakes Country includes portions of
twenty-three counties in Nebraska. This region covers
the area within a rectangle formed by Perkins, Dun-
dy, Hamilton and Nuckolls counties. The Nebraska

Games and Parks Commission describes this area as Rec reational

A gracefully undulating plain bespeckled with many

man-made lakes frequented by flocks of migratory wa- Fa c i I it i es

terfowl” Hayes County is also completely within the ... . .

Middle Republican Natural Resources District. There
are many opportunities in this region for recreation
and education within the state parks. Below is a high-
light of state parks found in Hayes County and some of
its surrounding counties.

Hayes County

Hayes County does not have any State Parks, State Recreation Areas, or Historical Parks. There are,
however, two Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) that are managed by the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission.

The Hayes Center WMA is located approximately 12 miles north of Hayes Center. This WMA includes
118 total acres with 78 acres of those 128 being land and 50 acres of water. Hunting and fishing are al-
lowed. The lists of animal species that are allowed to be hunted include deer, dove, pheasant, quail, rab-
bit, turkey, and waterfowl. Available fish species include bluegill, channel catfish, and largemouth bass.
Boat motors are limited to electric.

Frenchman WMA is located in extreme southern Hayes County, just along the Hitchcock County border,
approximately 1-1/2 miles north of Palisade. This WMA includes 98 acres with roughly 20 acres of that
98 being water, mostly in gravel pits. Fishing is allowed but again boat motors are limited to electric. Fish
species include channel catfish, crappies, largemouth bass, and northern pike. Hunting is also allowed
at the WMA. The lists of animal species that are allowed to be hunted include deer, dove, pheasant, quail,
rabbit, turkey, and waterfowl like the Hayes Center WMA.

The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission has joined Pheasants Forever, the Nebraska Environmen-
tal Trust, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, hunters, anglers, landowners, private organizations, and
government agencies on programs to address wildlife habitat and hunting, fishing, and trapping access
throughout the state. Figure 2.1 — Wildlife Habitat Public Access maps areas throughout Hayes County
that are open to the public in 2010. The areas in red show public hunting and trapping land, and the ar-
eas marked in green show Nebraska Game & Parks Commission WMAs.

Public Facilities 2|24



Figure 2.1. - Wildlife Habitat Public Access
Source: 2010 Nebraska Public Access Atlas, valid through July 2011

The areas surrounding Hayes County offer an abundant supply of
recreational facilities, including State Recreation Areas, Wildlife
Management Areas, and a State Historical Park. Below are the fa-
cilities in the counties surrounding Hayes County; these facilities are
generally within 40 miles of Hayes Center.
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Chase County

Champion Mill State Recreation Area (SRA) and Historical Park is located off of Highway 6 about 25
miles from the western edge of Hayes County, or about %2 mile from Champion. The recreation area
contains approximately 2-1/2 acres of land, and 11 acres of water. The recreation area offers camping
for a fee, hiking, boating, and fishing. There are also water activities available. Hunting is not allowed.
The historical park portion contains nearly four acres of land and a mill pond. There is a restored,
water-powered flour mill on the grounds, which is open year round. Interpretive facilities are open
from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Enders Reservoir SRA is five (5) miles east and 4-1/2 miles south of Imperial and was completed in
1951. The SRA has a 1,707 acre lake with a 26-mile shoreline. It stores water that is used to irrigate
approximately 21,000 acres of land in the region. There is camping, picnic tables, fishing, hunting, boat
ramps and modern restrooms at this facility. This entire area covers 2,818 acres. The lists of animal
species that are allowed to be hunted in this area include deer, dove, pheasant, quail, rabbit, turkey,
and waterfowl. Fish species include channel catfish, crappie, muskellunge, northern pike, smallmouth
bass, walleye, white bass, wiper, and northern pike. There are no regulations for boat types as long as
they are operating under low water conditions, but there are other regulations that must be followed
during waterfowl hunting season.

Enders WMA covers 2,892 acres on the western side of the lake. Hunting regulations are the same for
the WMA as they are for the SRA at Enders; hunting is allowed on public property along the river, west
of the refuge. In all, there are about 1,500 acres of land with managed habitat, open to hunters.

Wanamaker WMA owned by the State of Nebraska that is located approximately one (1) mile west
of Imperial. This WMA is comprised of approximately 160 acres of land. This land mainly consists of
planted grasslands and shelterbelts. There is no water or timber in this WMA. Hunting is not allowed.
This area is great for seeing migrating and breeding birds such as: passerines, waterfowl, shorebirds,
and grassland songbird species.

Dundy County

Rock Creek Lake SRA is in the southwestern corner of the state, about four (4) miles north of Parks
(just off US Highway 34 between Benkelman and Haigler). This SRA is 104 total acres with a dam,
located in the recreation area that holds back about 50 acres of trout-supporting water, and was
constructed between 1932 and 1933. Fishing, canoeing, and electric motor boating are the primary
aquatic activities. Fish species include channel catfish, largemouth bass, rainbow trout, red ear sun-
fish, and yellow perch.

Rock Creek State Fish Hatchery is located about two miles upstream and was founded in 1924 because
of the abundant cold water spring flow of approximately 2,500 gallons per minute. The hatchery an-
nually provides rainbow and brown trout, wipers, bluegill, bluegill green sunfish hybrids, rock bass,
red ear sunfish, and grass carp. Camping is allowed but it is considered to be primitive. There are no
camper pads or amenities such as electricity or showers.
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Red willow Reservoir Wildlife Management Area is locat-
ed in southwest Frontier County, 11 miles north of McCook
and five (5) miles east of the Hayes County border. The Red
Willow Reservoir WMA is a total of 2,962 acres for hunting

deer, dove, pheasant, quail, rabbit, turkey, and waterfowl. Fro nt i er CO u nty

Red Willow SRA is a total of 2,986 acres with 1,630 of those aCres being the Hugh Butler Lake. All boat
types are permitted as well as hunting for deer, dove, pheasant, quail, rabbit, turkey, and waterfowl.
Fishing is allowed for channel catfish, common carp, crappie, flathead catfish, largemouth bass, northern
pike, smallmouth bass, wiper, walleye, and white bass in Hugh Butler Lake. There are modern camping
and recreational facilities, including a designated swimming beach with modern restrooms, at the SRA.

Dancing Leaf Cultural Learning Center (Handicapped Accessible) is located 1 %2 miles north of Highway
18 near Stockville on a gravel road. This Center offers a unique blend of educational and recreational op-
portunities. An experience in Native American primitive life, complete with earth lodge, natural springs,
and, scenic trails, this Cultural Learning Center covers 115 acres of land and it is open year-round.

Medicine Creek SRA is located two (2) miles west and seven (7) miles north of Cambridge. The SRA is
home to Harry Strunk Lake which is approximately 1,850 acres. All types of boats are allowed, and fish
species include channel and flathead catfish, common carp, crappie, largemouth bass, walleye, white
bass, and wiper. Camping is offered in both primitive and modern settings.

Medicine Creek WMA covers more than 5,500 acres of land. Hunting is allowed on the WMA portion of
the s